Introductory Course - New European
Bauhaus and Principles of Sustainability
In Design

Module 2: Fundamental Principles of New European
Bauhaus (NEB)

2.1 Introduction to New European Bauhaus (NEB) Principles

The New European Bauhaus (NEB) is a contemporary initiative launched by the European
Commission in 2020. Inspired by the original Bauhaus movement, NEB seeks to merge sustainability,
inclusivity, and aesthetics into a new cultural and design paradigm that addresses the challenges of
the 21st century. The initiative reflects the European Union's broader goals of promoting sustainability,
innovation, and social equity in the face of global challenges such as climate change and social
inequality.

At its core, the NEB is a creative and interdisciplinary movement that aims to make the European
Green Deal a tangible, positive experience in people's daily lives. It embodies three key principles:
sustainability, inclusivity, and aesthetics, each of which is essential to creating a more harmonious
and equitable society.

1. Sustainability: Sustainability is at the heart of the NEB. The initiative promotes the idea that our
built environment, products, and systems must be designed in harmony with the natural world. This



involves reducing carbon footprints, using renewable materials, and ensuring that design processes
and outcomes contribute to a circular economy. NEB projects are encouraged to embrace sustainable
practices that can be replicated on a large scale, thereby contributing to global efforts to combat
climate change.

2. Inclusivity: Inclusivity in the NEB context means ensuring that all members of society can
participate in and benefit from the transformation towards a greener future. This principle is about
bridging social divides, promoting diversity, and ensuring that everyone has access to the benefits of
sustainable design, regardless of their socioeconomic status. NEB projects strive to be socially
responsible, addressing the needs of various communities and fostering a sense of belonging and
participation.

3. Aesthetics: Aesthetics in the NEB goes beyond mere beauty; it is about creating spaces and
products that are not only functional and sustainable but also enriching and pleasurable to
experience. The NEB emphasizes the importance of emotional and sensory connections in design,
believing that beautiful, well-crafted environments can inspire people and enhance their well-being.
This focus on aesthetics is intended to make the transition to a sustainable future an attractive and
desirable process.
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In practice, the NEB promotes an interdisciplinary approach to design and problem-solving, bringing
together architects, designers, engineers, scientists, and citizens. It encourages experimentation and
innovation through the use of new materials, technologies, and processes. By doing so, the NEB aims
to foster a new European identity that is rooted in sustainability, creativity, and social justice.

The NEB is also a participatory movement, inviting input from all sectors of society. Through various
labs, forums, and public consultations, the NEB gathers insights and ideas from a diverse range of
stakeholders, ensuring that its principles are applied in ways that are relevant and effective across
different contexts and communities.

In summary, the New European Bauhaus is a forward-looking initiative that seeks to create a
sustainable, inclusive, and aesthetically pleasing future. By combining the lessons of the original



Bauhaus with the urgent needs of today, the NEB is poised to shape a new era of design that is as
socially conscious as it is innovative.

2.2 Exploration of NEB Tools

The New European Bauhaus (NEB) initiative provides a variety of tools to support the development
and implementation of projects that align with its principles. These tools are designed to help
designers, architects, policymakers, and citizens translate the NEB's values of sustainability,
inclusivity, and aesthetics into practical outcomes. Let's explore some of the key tools that are
available within the NEB framework.
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1. NEB Toolbox: The NEB Toolbox is a comprehensive resource designed to guide individuals and
organizations in applying NEB principles to their projects. It includes best practices, case studies,
guidelines, and methodologies that can be adapted to different contexts. The toolbox is structured to
help users address the three pillars of the NEB—sustainability, inclusivity, and aesthetics—while also
considering economic viability and social impact.

For example, the toolbox offers strategies for reducing environmental impact, such as using
sustainable materials, optimizing energy efficiency, and promoting circular economy practices. It also
includes tools for engaging communities in the design process, ensuring that projects reflect diverse
perspectives and meet the needs of all stakeholders.

Click here to download the full NEB Toolbox

2. NEB Labs: NEB Labs are experimental spaces where new ideas and solutions can be tested and
refined before being scaled up. These labs bring together multidisciplinary teams to work on specific
challenges related to the NEB’s goals. They serve as innovation hubs where designers, engineers,
scientists, and community members can collaborate on projects that push the boundaries of
traditional design and architecture.


https://new-european-bauhaus.europa.eu/document/download/4f0d4136-4fa8-44d4-a054-522e990fbf70_en?filename=NEB%20toolbox.pdf
https://new-european-bauhaus.europa.eu/about/neb-lab_en

The labs focus on real-world applications, allowing participants to prototype and test their ideas in a
controlled environment. This iterative process ensures that the final outcomes are not only innovative
but also practical and effective in achieving the NEB's objectives.

3. Collaborative Platforms

The NEB emphasizes the importance of collaboration across different sectors and disciplines. To
facilitate this, it offers various digital platforms where stakeholders can connect, share ideas, and
collaborate on projects. These platforms include forums for discussion, project matchmaking
services, and databases of resources and expertise. The goal is to create a vibrant, interconnected
community of NEB practitioners who can learn from each other and work together to drive change.

4. Funding and Support Mechanisms

To encourage the development of NEB-aligned projects, the European Commission has established
several funding programs and support mechanisms. These include grants, loans, and technical
assistance for projects that demonstrate a strong commitment to NEB principles. The funding is
designed to support both large-scale initiatives and smaller, grassroots projects, ensuring that the
NEB's impact is felt across different scales and contexts.

Additionally, the NEB offers guidance on how to secure funding and navigate the often-complex
landscape of European and national financing opportunities. This support helps ensure that
innovative, sustainable ideas can be realized, even by those with limited resources.

5. Educational Resources and Training

The NEB recognizes the importance of education in spreading its principles. To this end, it offers a
range of educational resources and training programs aimed at both professionals and the general
public. These resources include workshops, online courses, and educational materials that cover
topics such as sustainable design, community engagement, and interdisciplinary collaboration.



By providing these tools, the NEB empowers individuals and organizations to take an active role in
shaping a sustainable and inclusive future. The emphasis on education ensures that the NEB’s
principles are not only understood but also effectively applied in practice.

Conclusion

The tools provided by the New European Bauhaus initiative are crucial for translating its ambitious
vision into concrete actions. Whether through the NEB Toolbox, Labs, collaborative platforms, funding
mechanisms, or educational resources, these tools offer the support needed to create projects that
are sustainable, inclusive, and aesthetically enriching. By utilizing these resources, participants in the
NEB movement can contribute to building a future that aligns with the principles of the New European
Bauhaus.

2.3 Comparative Analysis of Bauhaus and NEB Principles

The New European Bauhaus (NEB) initiative draws inspiration from the original Bauhaus movement,
yet it also introduces new dimensions that reflect the challenges and priorities of the 21st century. By
comparing the principles of the Bauhaus and the NEB, we can better understand how these two
movements are connected and how they diverge in their approaches to design, sustainability, and
society.

1. Philosophy and Context

e Bauhaus: The original Bauhaus was born out of the social and political upheaval following World
War I. It sought to break down the barriers between art, craft, and industry, promoting a
functional, minimalist approach to design that could be widely disseminated through mass
production. The Bauhaus philosophy was rooted in the idea that good design should be



accessible to all, reflecting the modernist belief in progress and the potential for design to
improve society.

e NEB: The NEB, while inspired by the Bauhaus, is very much a product of the 21st century. It
emerged in response to contemporary challenges such as climate change, social inequality, and
the need for sustainable development. The NEB expands on the Bauhaus philosophy by
integrating a stronger focus on environmental sustainability and social inclusivity. It emphasizes
the need for design to not only be functional and beautiful but also to contribute to a greener,
fairer world.

2. Core Principles

e Bauhaus: The Bauhaus principles revolved around the idea that "form follows function,'
promoting simplicity, minimalism, and the unity of art and technology. The movement prioritized
functionality, geometric forms, and a rejection of unnecessary ornamentation. The goal was to
create designs that were both aesthetically pleasing and practical, with a strong emphasis on
mass production.

e NEB: The NEB's principles are broader, encompassing sustainability, inclusivity, and aesthetics.
While it retains the Bauhaus’s commitment to functional and beautiful design, it places greater
emphasis on the environmental and social impact of design choices. NEB projects are expected
to be sustainable, ensuring that they minimize environmental impact and contribute to the well-
being of all people. Inclusivity is also a key NEB principle, reflecting a commitment to social
equity and the participation of diverse communities in the design process.



3. Approach to Technology and Innovation

Bauhaus: The Bauhaus was a pioneer in embracing new technologies, particularly in the context of
industrial production. The movement sought to harmonize art and technology, believing that the
machine age could produce high-quality, affordable goods that would enhance everyday life. The use
of modern materials like steel, glass, and concrete was central to the Bauhaus aesthetic.

NEB: The NEB continues the Bauhaus’s embrace of technology, but with a stronger focus on
sustainability. It encourages the use of innovative materials and processes that reduce environmental
impact, such as renewable energy sources, recyclable materials, and circular economy practices. NEB
projects often incorporate digital technologies to enhance both the design process and the
functionality of the final product, all while ensuring that these innovations are accessible and
beneficial to a broad range of people.

4. Social and Environmental Responsibility

Bauhaus: While the Bauhaus was socially progressive for its time, focusing on improving living
conditions through design, it did not explicitly address environmental sustainability or social
inclusivity in the way we understand them today. Its primary concern was with democratizing access
to good design and integrating art into everyday life.



NEB: The NEB takes social and environmental responsibility to a new level. It explicitly addresses the
need to create a more sustainable and just society, aligning with the European Green Deal’s
objectives. NEB projects are expected to contribute to environmental sustainability, reduce carbon
footprints, and promote social equity. This reflects a contemporary understanding of the
interconnectedness of environmental, social, and economic factors in creating a better future.

5. Aesthetics and Cultural Impact

Bauhaus: The Bauhaus had a profound impact on modern aesthetics, influencing everything from
architecture and furniture to typography and graphic design. Its emphasis on minimalism,
functionalism, and the use of geometric forms became defining characteristics of modernist design.
The Bauhaus aesthetic was revolutionary, breaking away from the ornate and traditional styles of the
past.

NEB: The NEB builds on the Bauhaus aesthetic tradition but broadens it to include a wider range of
cultural and sensory experiences. It encourages designs that are not only minimal and functional but
also emotionally resonant and culturally inclusive. The NEB aesthetic is about creating environments
that are not only beautiful but also inspiring, comfortable, and reflective of the diversity of European
cultures.

Conclusion

While the New European Bauhaus is deeply influenced by the original Bauhaus movement, it has
evolved to address the unique challenges and opportunities of the 21st century. The NEB expands on
the Bauhaus principles by incorporating a stronger focus on sustainability and inclusivity, reflecting
contemporary concerns about the environment and social equity. By comparing these two
movements, we can see how the legacy of the Bauhaus continues to inform modern design while also
evolving to meet the needs of a changing world.






